
Getting Yourself Online
Why You Might Want a Web Page

- share information/photos with friends/family/others

- showcase goods and services for a small business

- interact with others online for dating/social/political/networking reasons

Questions to Ask Yourself

1. What do I want a website for?

2. Do I need my own domain? (you can start now and decide this later)

3. What is my budget like?

4. Do I need 24/7 technical support? Do I want to work with a local company? 

5. Do I want to do the work myself? If so, how much time do I really have if the site needs maintenance?

6. Am I willing to do extra work for a lower cost solution?

7. Do I have friends/family who use a certain service for their web content?

Different Types of Online Presence

- web site [http://archermayor.com/]

- blog [http://7d.blogs.com/802online/]

- online store [http://www.madeinvermont.com/]

- online photo sharing site [http://www.flickr.com]

- combinations [http://www.vermontmaple.org/]

How much does a web site cost?

- depends what you want, what extra features

- depends how much advertising you want to deal with

- there are free or low cost ways to do almost everything, be sure to shop around

Basic web space ranges from free (and advertiser supported usually) to $5-10 a month. Often your ISP will provide some web space with your Internet service, ask them!

A domain has two costs associated with it 


1) registering the domain so that you own www.jackanddiane.com


2) hosting the domain so that when someone types www.jackanddiane into their 
web browser, they see your web site.

Domain registration is an annual fee, hosting is usually monthly. Some companies offer package deals. Generally a domain costs about $10-20/year and hosting costs about $5-25 a month. These prices increase if you want to run a business off of your site.

Two variables to think about: storage and bandwidth.

1


